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POLICY FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Introduction

The central aim of the curriculum at Thornton Grammar School is to promote the SPIRITUAL, MORAL, CULTURAL, MENTAL AND PHYSICAL development of pupils and of society and to prepare pupils for the OPPORTUNITIES, RESPONSIBILITIES AND EXPERIENCES of adult life.

It is the responsibility of the whole school and the whole curriculum to uphold this central aim.  The R.E. Department and its staff play a major part in the spiritual, moral and cultural development of pupils, but it must be stressed that every member of staff has an active role in the school's provision.

Religious Education within the context of Bradford

The place of Religious Education in the curriculum and its unique statutory position accord with a widely shared view that the subject has a distinctive contribution to make to a pupil’s education.  It provides an introduction to the religious and spiritual areas of experience, including the Christian tradition which has profoundly affected our culture.  It forms part of the curriculum's concern with personal and social values, and can help pupils to understand the religious and cultural diversity of contemporary society.

However, the School also feels that Bradford, rich in a diversity of faiths and cultures, needs to assert that the major religions Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism as well as Christianity have an equal right to the maintenance of their distinctive identities and loyalties of culture, language, religion and custom; furthermore their rich diversity should be seen as contributing to the life of the whole community.

Basic requirements

(
Pupils will be taught Religious Education according to the dictates of Bradford's Agreed Syllabus which reflects the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian while taking into account the teaching and practices of the other principal religions represented in Great Britain.

(
No teacher, other than an R.E. specialist, will be compelled to teach R.E.

(
The School will ensure that sufficient suitable staff are recruited to enable the teaching of the Agreed Syllabus for a reasonable time.

(
Pupils may be withdrawn from R.E. teaching on receipt of a written request from their parents.

Religion and the Spiritual Dimension of Life
Religion is a reality to be seen throughout our world.  It has directed individual lives, formed communities and nations and influenced cultures.  In its various manifestations, religion has a history, a distinctive philosophy and has evolved in the course of time.  A reality which can be studied as a phenomenon in the world, religion primarily affects the inner person; it provides the basis for faith.  If an individual accepts and follows a religious belief, that person will be changed and strengthened by it.

(
Religion is an expression of the spiritual dimension of life.
Religious and spiritual experiences are seen as an essential element in the growth and development of children and young people.  These experiences are partners in the search for truth alongside the scientific and historic.

The Importance of Religious Education

· Provides challenging questions about the meaning and purpose of life, beliefs, the self, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human.  It develops pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Christianity, other principle religions and religious traditions that examine these questions, fostering personal reflections and spiritual development.
· Encourages pupils to explore their own beliefs (whether religious or non religious, in the light of what they learn, as they examine issues of religious beliefs and faith and how these impact on personal institutional and social ethics; to express their responses.  This also builds resilience to an-democratic or extremist narratives.

· Enables pupils to build their sense of identity and belonging, which helps them to flourish within their communities and as citizens of a diverse society.

· Teaches pupils to develop respect for others, including people with different faiths and beliefs and helps challenge prejudice.

· Prompts pupils to consider their responsibilities to themselves and to others and to explore how they might contribute to their communities and to the wider society.  It encourages empathy, generosity and compassion.

The Aims of Religious Education

RE should help pupils to:

· Acquire and develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and the other principle religions represented in Great Britain.
· Develop an understanding of the influences of beliefs, values and traditions on individuals, communities, societies and culture.
· Develop the ability to make reasoned and informed judgments about religious and moral issues, with reference to the teachings of the principle religions represented in Great Britain.
· Enhance their spiritual, moral, cultural and social developments by:

· developing awareness of the fundamental questions of life raised by human experiences and how religious teachings can relate to them.

· Responding to such questions with reference to the teachings and practices of religions and their won understanding and experience.

· Reflecting on their own beliefs, values and experiences in light of their study.

· Develop a positive attitude towards other people. Respecting their right to hold different beliefs from their own, and towards living in a society of diverse religions.
General Objectives:

 To facilitate a growth in the understanding of religious concepts so that young people should be developing the ability:

(
to identify the religious traditions from which particular concepts derive.

(
to explain the significance and inter-relationship of such concepts in the various religious traditions.

(
to identify similar concepts in various religions.

(
to understand the various modes of expressing beliefs.

(
to appreciate the religious experiences underlying the expression of such concepts and beliefs.

(
to give reasoned judgements about such beliefs.
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